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A Television renovation
expert Chris Gray uses an
architect when he needs to
make structural changes
B An architect or a building
designer should be able to
take on board all your
requirements and present
you with a “virtual tour™

of your new house

BEGIN BY WEIGHING UP THE COST FACTOR
Renovating a house is a nice idea but figuring out how much it will cost
can be tricky, Follow this 2008 Archicentre guide to determine how far
you can go in transforming your place into a dream home.
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e PT200-524,000
Kitchen .ol ...$10,200-$30,500

with the right people to facilitate the process. In
Mark’s experience, a building designer may lodge
council plans for you or simply provide you with a
presentation pack to lodge with council yourself.

“You give an architect a lump of money and have
them handle it all for you,” Mark says.

Show me the money

Traditionally architecture fees are 10-12 per cent
of a project’s cost. Fees can vary depending on
the type and complexity of the project.

According to Archicentre, the fee may be worked
out as a percentage of the building cost, on an
hourly basis, or simply as an agreed fixed sum.

Building Designers Association NSW director
lan Bassett says there is a general feeling that
architects are more expensive.

“For the general homeowner, most just can't
afford an architect. It's as simple as that,” he says,

lan says there is also a perception you don't get
what you want with an architect, thal
it'’s more about the architect’s ideas.

“Architects would say they have

But architects are quick to point out that they don't
always charge more than building designers anymore.

"There is quite a bit of misunderstanding over
fees, because building designers can cost just as
much,” Archicentre state manager Angus Kell says.

Angus says the real benefit of hiring an architect
is the full service they provide and the fact they see
the job through from start to finish.

“It's when things start to unravel and get difficult
that you rely on the additional services of an
architect, whether they be problems with your
builder or local council,” he says,

Angus equates renovating a home to buying a
property. “You can use a conveyancer but if something
goes wrong, you'd wished you'd hired a solicitor.”

Channel 9's MyHome expert Chris Gray renovates
about 50 properties a year and when he needs to,
he hires architects to make structural changes

“A lot of people try to take shortcuts, but you have
to spend the maoney to make the money,” he says.

“Mot all architects are going to
be good, but you need to assess
the difference they can make.”
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“Design to me is inherent
within the person rather than
being trained in.”

designers do have architectural
gualifications but dan't become
registered architects simply
because they don't see the need.
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“The people who are tight with
money are the people who will
make mistakes,” Chris says.

Finding the right architect
or building designer is crucial,
so Chris advises getting
recommendations from people
whao use architects regularly.

Builders will quite often come with their own
architects, for example, and mortgage brokers or
real estate agents may also be able to help. He
recommends going through Archicentre, which
matches architects with clients. Then you will have
a fallback if something goes wrong.

Archicentre offers a pre-paid service from $910 for
alterations without extensions to $2310 for a new
house, The fee includes a design report comprised
of a written confirmation of the objective, schematic
plans and an opinion of what the job is likely to cost.
Angus says this service allows people to be fully
informed before they decide to move forward,

Shared vision essential

Regardless of who you choose to transform your
house, HIA's Graham Wolfe says people should
seek someone they can communicate well with.

Graham says a competent professional should be
able to transform your ideas into visuals on paper
and then inte design plans a builder can follow.

“A bedroom on a plan is four lines but they should
be able to make you feel like you are walking through
the room and taking a virtual reality trip through the
house while you are sitting in their office,” he says.
“If they can't do that, you are taking a stab in the dark
that what they've drawn on the plan is what you want.”

Graham suggests explaining to an architect or
building designer your financial limitations and if
your renovation is to emphasise factors such as
sustainability, child safety, entertainment or lifestyle.

“Ask them to come back to you with their ideas.
You need to establish a rapport, because you are
trusting them with your vision,” he says. ==
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